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Emissions Directive: approval for amendment on increased flexibility for non-road vehicles
A proposal for changing the terms and timetable for the application of new engine emission norms has been agreed by the European Parliament and the EU Council of Ministers. The president of the manufacturers association, Massimo Goldoni, voiced satisfaction for the result which rewarded the work of the Italian lobby.  

The Council of the European Union confirmed yesterday morning an amendment to a Directive on engine emissions, drafted for non-road vehicles (NRMM), already approved by the Strasbourg Parliament in a plenary session held October 25. The amendment is of special importance for manufacturers of construction machinery because it sets the quota of machines which can be marketed with engines which do not comply to the previous phase. The quota of these vehicles given flexibility is expanded from 20% to 37.5%, a share 2.5 times the quantities now allowed under phase IIIB. The measure, expected to be published next December or in January 2012, marks a success for the construction machinery industry and especially for earthmoving machinery manufacturers because it will make the compliance of these machines with emission norms more rational and progressive. The introduction of significant shares for exemption will enable the industries in the sector to find technological solutions for reconciling the parameters of the laws and the characteristics of mechanical means. Unacoma President Massimo Goldoni commented, “The Italian industry has a great tradition in the production of construction machinery and has also been able to take on a leadership role in lobbying activities, working in the front rank for the entire European industry in the sector.” He went on to day, “The work carried out by Unacoma/Comamoter in all these years has acquired the merit of not being limited simply to the political representation of the category but also intervening on technical aspects of the norms by timely analyses and solutions which, as such, have met the agreement of the EU agencies.”
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