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Press Communiqué No. 9/09

An Outdoor Sunday at the Bologna Fair
ExpoGreen ended this evening, with crowds of visitors enjoying a Sunday outing amidst the gardens and landscapes built in the event’s inside and open-air spaces, with the day’s conferences focussing on urban landscaping and floral decoration, the final act being the announcement of prizes in the national landscape and garden design competition.
A Sunday outing to Expogreen was for professionals and simple visitors alike a walk through green. Lawns, flower beds, ponds, wooden and natural constructions framed the event’s offering of the most advanced new technologies and equipment for gardening, the maintenance of green areas and open-air activities of all kinds: an unusual view at the Bologna fair area for everyone, whether public park and sports facility administrator or an amateur gardener with a garden, terrace or sports passion to cultivate.
Expogreen opened its doors to the public on Friday morning and was putting up the shutters at 6 p.m. this evening. Its aim was to offer something of interest for all types of visitor and to provide a channel of communication for all those who work in the vast range of outdoor activities: equipment makers, architects, veterinarians, and farmers looking to develop further uses for their farms.

In the open-air demo areas, machines and equipment were put through their paces as conferences debated related issues. One promoted by Tamassociati and Agrisophia Progetti discussed, views, techniques and ‘visions’ for a green society, while another organised by Coldiretti and Asproflor looked into ‘flowered towns’ as a tool for territorial marketing.

The first opened by Promoverde’s president Gianluca Cristoni, focussed on the evolution of landscape design, with reports from the architects Mariella Zoppi, Massimo Lepore, Andrea Mariotto, Simone Sfriso, Raul Pantaleo, Simona Ventura and the agronomist Silvano Cristiani. The main point to emerge was that landscape design cannot be treated as a purely technical matter, but most pay close attention to lifestyles and social needs.

The second described a national competition, Comuni Fioriti (Flowered Towns), between floral decorations in urban settings. This year, the competition attracted entries from over a hundred Italian towns. Asproflor’s president Renzo Marconi explained that the competition is the only one of its kind in the country and is also part of the European competition, Europe Floral Entente. The meeting was also attended by Lorenzo Bazzana of Coldiretti Nazionale, Oreste Pastore of the Italian Lake District board, and Flavia Mazzoni of the town of Cervia, which won a gold medal in the Floral Entente of last year. The debate showed that floral and garden competitions can be used as an effective touristic and environmental marketing tool and an effective way of involving city authorities with private citizens.

The final event was the prize giving at the third national competition for the gardens on show at ExpoGreen which saw the participation of leading designers.  The Technical Jury’s first prize went to “States of Mind” by Quirino De Luca and Giovanna Ciracì of Architettura & Progetto Verde; the second prize, to “Essence” by the Il Campo dei Fiori studio; and the third, to “Intimate Motion” by Margherita Cittadini. The journalists’ prize went to “Not Only White” from the Studio Paesaggistico Roberto Malagoli.

Bologna, September 13, 2009
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